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Sixteen years
N ago it was
——— saved. Now

HOW YOU themortgage
CAN HELP paid.

In 2009, our small rural
DUE IN MEMBERSHIP community in South west

oCToRer Family $70 Victoria took out a 30 year
Single $u0

loan to buy back our
community buildings,
after a protracted battle
MAKE A TAR against the Catholic
DEDUCTIBLE Church to save them.

DONATION : ,
In April 2025, the Friends of
St Brigid’s Association

HIRE OUR paid off that loan, making
VENUES the final repayment 1y

years ahead of schedule.

www.stbrigidscrossley.org.au




CHAIRPERSONS REPORT

Welcome Friends.

This report contains some heartening news and some sobering news. We, The Friends of St
Brigids, have achieved a major goal- we have paid off our mortgage, almost. Why almost? It was
suggested to us that it would facilitate expansion of our loan or make other transactions easier
if we maintained a very small amount of money still owing on the mortgage.

It has been a marvellous achievement to pay off the loan in about 16 years rather than 30, as
the policy was first written.

This wasn’t achieved easily- it represented an excellent effort by a relatively small group of
people, the catering staff and the BBQ team ably assisted by the secretary and treasurer and
the small group of people who assist at various events.

There have been numerous events, too many to list here, as well as financial assistance from
local Benevolent Foundations to help us maintain and improve the precinct, which are
mentioned later in this newsletter.

Without the help of the various charitable organisations, we would not have been able to
maintain or improve the precinct as we have done.

Special thanks to Moyne Shire and Rodger Constructions for their magnificent contribution to
finishing the new entrance.

A special mention to Maureen Fawcett who has worked tirelessly to obtain the grants and also
to Rob and Jose Farrar-your work ethic is amazing. Also many others, Don McDonald, Sue Elms
and all committee members who have gone above and beyond.

Mention must be made to Phillip Moore who has donated a large number of books, notes,
videos, research and ideas to further the organisation as the pre-eminent Australian Irish
Organisation in South West Victoria and possibly Australia.

Phillip advised Shane Howard and Teresa O’Brien when they first started the campaign to
secure St Brigids for the community. Further to this end, we are in the planning stage to
present the books and supporting materials so that they may be used as reference material for
anyone pursuing some aspect of Australian Irish life and history.

Also, thanks to John Huf, who having experience in business administration and development,
was able to assist us with strategies and ideas to sustain us into the future.

In summary, we are travelling along very well. As with most committees, we do struggle to get
replacements at the executive level of our committee, but hopefully this will change in the
immediate to midterm time range.

Thank you.

Dennis Bushell, Loretta Lane, Michael Lane, Irish Ambassador Tim Mawe, Paul Smith & Don MCDonald

www.stbrigidscrossley.org.au
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Monday March 10th, 2025

St Brigids continues to offer a wide range of music, dance and concerts to appeal to a wide range
of preferences. Keep an eye out for our events by following us on Facebook. Some of the regular
and main events are listed below.

Of our regular events, our Tuesday night Irish Dancing brings the hall alive as does our Thursday
night traditional Irish music lessons and music session.

First Friday of the month, 15 Minutes of Fame, always an entertaining night.

Our beach walk along the beach from Killarney to PortFairy will be held on October the 26™ at
10am. $20 an adult and $5 per child, with sandwiches cold drinks and a ride back to Killarney
provided.

October the 31st there will be an Irish dance with a Halloween theme which celebrates that
Halloween originated as a Celtic Festival over 2000 years ago.

Sunday, Dec 21. The one NOT to be missed, the iconic St Brigids Christmas Carols in the Church,
with a BBQ meal from 6pm and Carols from 7.

Saturday, Feb 1, 2026- St Brigid’s Mass & get together with a shared meal brought by attendees.
Monday, March 9, 2026, our traditional session with everyone welcome to attend at the end of
the Folk Festival.

Friday, April 3 to Sunday April 6. St Brigids music retreat weekend.

Sundays at 10am except January- Crossley Mens Shed is open from 10 am to 1pm or later.

*Foodshare- there is a Food Share bin that is always in the hall for people to donate items to
Food Share.
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MENS SHED PZae

The Mens Shed members (and women) have been busy maintaining, repairing and completing
projects over the past 12 months.

A major project was the completion of the new entrance and refencing the old entrance.
Scaffold was erected and Colin Ryan completed delicate repairs to the domed stained glass
window at the western end of the Church.

Other projects included the upgrading of the security system, replacing of the hot water wall
urn, repairs to the Church doors, repairing flooring in the hall, supper room and Church
stairwell, repairs to the bore and pipes, sorting out and collection of refundable cans,
cleaning the amenities, baiting program, water monitoring and pipe flushing, erecting and
dismantling scaffolding, polishing the hall floor, trips to the tip and recycling facilities, setting
the tables up in the hall, bbgs, cleaning the Church for weddings, pruning and clearing of tree
branches, auditing supplies, re-configuring the kneelers to make the Church pews safer, table
repairs, completing painting, erecting speakers, assisting with the upgrade of the sound
system, supplying locals with soil, moving furniture and so much more.

Another major project we have just begun is to turn our ‘talking point’- the unusually
rectangular shape water tank with columns on it- that never held water, into a storage shed.
There is quite a bit of work involved and we hope to have this project completed by
Christmas.

As usual, sandwiches and cakes are supplied by Paul Smith and Mick Lane(they do bring them
to the shed) and there is always a good social atmosphere.

Crossley Mens Shed is always open to new members and you can do as little or as much as

4 GROUNDS REPORT

The grounds around our precinct have reached a stage where we cannot develop much
further as much of the space is required for parking cars during large attendance functions.
Most of the work done during the last 12 months is maintenance of the lawns, shrubs and
garden beds. These are developing and make our yard a most attractive area. The grassed
area at the southern end of the precinct has covered very well and has been used for people
to gather during weddings and funeral wakes. Gazebos, tables and chairs have at times been
set up in these areas.

We plan to have all the grassed areas on the southern side of the Church to this standard by
early next year.

One new development is the erection of an arch over the pathway to the Peace and Healing
Garden, and the positioning of plants to form a low hedge to better define the area.

The asphalt area is a major concern to us and we are currently obtaining quotes to have this
re-surfaced. Grant submissions will be made so the the yard can be made safer.

Rob Farrar, Grounds Supervisor.

www.stbrigidscrossley.org.au




FINVANCIAL REPORT

In what was hard to believe news for many of us, in May this year we achieved what many of
us was always a distant goal. With your assistance, WE PAID OFF THE MORTGAGE, and now St
Brigids is fully community owned.

St Brigids annual report and all yearly financial figures are tabled and presented at our AGM.
It wasn’t possible without the efforts of so many but in recent times, whilst 15 Minutes of
Fame has been our mainstay, the Port Fairy BBQ has been what has driven down our mortgage
at a steady rate. The dedicated BBQ crew, led by Jose and Robert Farrar, have raised well over
$60 000 over the past five years.

Don McDonald has been co-ordinating our complicated insurance needs, with ongoing
consultations with our insurance brokers. This has proven to be a difficult task. We have been
able to lessen our mortgage commitments although they are still a major burden to bear.

We still have many projects to carry out to make St Brigids sustainable into the future so it is
important that we continue to be pro-active with our fundraising to ensure our sustainability.
Sue Elms, has been our treasurer over almost all of the past 16 years, and has presented our
treasurers report in a most detailed and orderly fashion each month. Sue has guided the
committee on financial decisions and made sure all of our finances raised are wisely spent.
More than that, Sue has completed this important task in a friendly and approachable manner
whilst often being very busy in her own life.

Sue and her partner Pete are now travelling more and Sue is looking for a new person to take
over the role. We have Denis O’Brien at this stage as assistant treasurer but would love a new
volunteer to step up and be trained in the role.

FUNDRAISING & CATERING

Our catering and fundraising team has once again excelled this year with a large variety of
events to cater for.

It is almost impossible to mention all of the people who have contributed to St Brigids, often
unknown to others.

The catering team has been working hard, organising, ordering, preparing, catering and then
cleaning up afterwards for 15 minutes of fame, the Port Fairy bbqgs, wakes, concerts,
Christmas Carols, morning and afternoon teas and everything in between.

A real highlight was when the team catered for a large wedding and completed the task down
to the smallest detail to ensure the day was a great success.

The hire of the precinct was another great fundraiser with Don McDonald leading the way by
being our hire person and contact person in this role.

Membership continues to be a good fundraiser and we are grateful for your continued
support.

Donations from community members and families, who often have to manage their own
finance very carefully, have continued to be a real bonus in keeping St Brigids in a healthy
financial position.

Another almost hidden area of generosity, which often goes unnoticed, is that volunteers
often make food for our functions or buy goods out of their own pocket and donate them. This
would add up to thousands each year and although we cannot individually thankyou today,
we do recognise your generosity and say a massive THANKYOU

www.stbrigidscrossley.org.au
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Cd GRANTS REPORT

Following on from our very successful previous year in securing grants, Maureen Fawcett has
continued with her great work, to both improve our precinct, and to make it more sustainable
into the future.

Our new entrance upgrade is now complete, having all weather access and the safety
improvement is very noticeable.

A grant has also been secured to have see through protective grills installed on the stain glass
windows at the altar end of the Church. This project is currently underway.

Another grant application was successful and this has enabled us to install a new hot water
wall urn to be able to cater for large numbers that often attend our events at St Brigids.

Our sound and production system is aging and becoming more unreliable. With this in mind,
we have had local sound engineers and knowledgeable people volunteer their time and
conduct a full audit of St Brigids sound and production system. Some of the system is
portable which will allow it to be set up not just in the hall, but the Church as required.

This is a major project and includes carpeting the stage floor and installing a rear stage curtain
to ensure St Brigids has a first class sound and production system that will further enhance
our reputation as a go to place for musicians to perform.

This should be completed in the near future and a big thanks is given to those who have
volunteered their time with both their knowledge and physical output as well.

At around $31 000, this grant has taken some of Maureen’s best work to secure, but secure
the grants she has.

WELL DONE to you Maureen.

We have more projects in the planning stage for the next year and beyond so being able to
secure the funds will continue to be integral to our success in the future.

Our grants this year have been secured through the generosity of the following organisations;-
The Gwen and Edna Jones Foundation, The Graham Foundation, The Ray and Joyce
Uebergang Foundation, The Willatook Wind Farm, A L lane Foundation, The William and
Lindsay Brody Foundation and the Ray Ahearn Foundation.

THANKYOU to you all.

www.stbrigidscrossley.org.au
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HERITAGE & CULTURE

The Vision and Role of Archives at St Brigid’s Heritage and Cultural Precinct

Developing St Brigid’s as a Cultural Experience
The Friends of St Brigid’s have long aspired to transform the St Brigid’s precinct at Crossley
into a vibrant cultural destination. This initiative aims to showcase the rich story of Irish
settlement in Southwest Victoria, highlighting the cultural, social and religious dimensions
that have shaped the local community.

The Importance of Archives
Archives play a vital role in preserving our collective history. As unique historical documents
and artefacts, archives provide evidence of our shared past and offer insights into the society
in which we live. Without archives, a society loses its memory and the ability to reflect on its
development.

Building the Collection
Over the years, the Friends of St Brigid’s have received generous donations of books,
documents and artefacts. These items, all with a strong connection to the St Brigid’s
community or the broader Irish community in Victoria, capture the essence of our collective
heritage.

Recognition of the Archives
The significance of the archives was underscored earlier this year when the Irish Ambassador
to Australia, Ambassador Mawe, visited the collection. This visit affirmed the value of
safeguarding historical records that document our shared history and identity.

Contributing to the Archives
The ongoing development of the archives relies on donations. Community members with
items reflecting their family’s religious, cultural, economic, educational or social links to
Ireland or Irish settlement in the area are encouraged to consider contributing. Both original
items and copies are welcome for inclusion in the collection.

Visiting the Archives

The archives are open to visitors on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays, and the 1st Sunday of each
month, from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm. Visits at other times can be arranged by contacting

TR Dorothy on 0418 519 152. '

www.stbrigidscrossley.org.au



ABOUT THE ARCHIVIST BSga

As the self-appointed volunteer archivist for the Friends of St Brigid’s, | am deeply committed
to the recording and preservation of history. This passion has shaped my academic and
professional pursuits over many years.

My interest in archival work was further developed through my thesis for a Master of Arts in
Library Studies (Research), which focused on the socio-historical analysis of the development
of a South Australian library from 1920 to 1944. This project provided me with the valuable
opportunity to conduct interviews with people who had been involved in the library’s growth
during that era. These conversations sparked a keen interest in oral

history, complementing my reliance on the documents and
records of the time to build a comprehensive account of the
library’s development.

As a child, | spent much time in the Crossley area,

with family ties to both Killarney and Tower Hill through my
mother and stepmother. | returned to the area in 1998, to

care for my father, and reconnected with St Brigid’s Crossley.
On one occasion | saw children joyfully running around the
church precinct wearing ornate vestments—a surprising

sight that quickly prompted me to take action and so volunteer
my time to the preservation of the historical resources!
Dorothy Rooney

VOLUNTEERING @ ST BS [k

Volunteers are what makes St Brigids the vibrant community precinct it is. Whilst our
volunteers continue to do an amazing job we are all getting older and we need a new
generation of volunteers to help our precinct evolve and continue on.

This is especially evident at committee level where we need people willing to commit to being
on the committee and learn to transition into the executive roles. Almost half of our
committee are over 80 and whilst they are still going strong it would be good if they could
guide and mentor younger people on what makes St Brigids what it is.

We would love for any community members to attend one of our meetings and see what it is
like to be part of the team. There are so many positives to being part of St Brigids where you
will meet many positive people and be supported in both your volunteering and personal life.
The skills and knowledge you gain can be used in many facets of your life.

If you, or you know anyone who may be suitable for a committee role at St Brigids, please
contact any committee member.

“"ALONE, WE
CAN DO SO
LT TLE:
TOGETHER,
WE CAN DO
SO MUCH"

HELEN KELLER
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Be our ‘friend’
‘Without your support we won’t be able to keep this

Friends of St Brigids Assoc Inc

The Friends of St Brigid's Association are the caretakers of a community owned
precinct in South West Victoria that celebrates a unique Australian Irish history.

OUR STORY:

The Friends of St Brigids Association Inc formed in 2006 when the local community were
informed that the local church and hall were being sold. The community has raised funds and
taken out a community mortgage to buy the precinct on behalf of the community to keep
the precinct as the 'St Brigids Australian-irish Cultural Heritage and Community Centre'

WHAT DO WE DO:

The St Brigids community works to provide a cultural and community heart for our rural
community. Events are run monthly, dance and music classes held weekly and the Church and
Hall are lovingly maintained for our community to hold their weddings, funerals and
celebrations in our community, a place that has such a long history with our families, friends
and community members.

OUR VISION
-To preserve and restore the buildings of St. Brigid’s and their surrounds.

-To create an accessible community gathering space suitable for meetings and events.

-To assist in the preservation and restoration of the unique cultural history of
Crossley, Killarney and Koroit.

-To provide a forum for the discussion of local community needs.

WHAT CANYOU DO ?
Become a Member
Membership form is included with
the FOSB Newsletter or on the website - www.stbrigidscrossley.org.au/support
Become a Volunteer:
Join the catering team and help cook meals, prepare food, wash dishes or set tables, etc
Please contact us on 0497 352 001 to become one of our team of ‘Friends’.
Join The Men’s Shed:
Add your hands and knowledge to the team of helpers at St B’s
Please contact us on 0497 352 001 to become one of our team of ‘Friends’.
Make A Donation:
Forms are in our Newsletter or on the website - www.stbrigidscrossley.org.au/support
Buy the Merchandise:
T-shirts, CD"s , Books and more.. Forms are in our Newsletter and on the website.

Book the Precinct for events:

Please contact us on 0497 352 001 to book the Hall or Church.
www.stbrigidscrossley.org.au
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PAY YOUR MEMBERSHIP ONLINE WITH CARD, APPLE PAY, ZIP

DUE IN
OCTOBRER
EACH YEAR

www.stbrigidscrossley.org.au/community
OR SCAN THE QR CODE

OR YOU CAN PAY VIA DIRECT DEBIT WITH THE FORM BELOW
MEMBERSHIP FORM

Membership Name:

Group Name (if Applicable)
Contact Person (for group)

Address:

Town/City: Postcode:

MEMBERSHIP TYPE:

Individual Membership - $40.00
Family Membership - $70.00

|/we would like to receive:
Monthly minutes
Events updates

Annual Newsletter

Please email receipt and membership form to: stbrigidscrossley@gmail.com or post
the membership form along with cheque/money order/receipt of deposit to:

Friends of St Brigids Association Inc.
PO Box 102, Koroit, Victoria. 3282

BANKING DETAILS:

ACCOUNT NAME: FRIENDS OF ST BRIGID'S ASSOC

BANK: BEYOND BANK
BSB: 325 185
ACC NO: 05916491

www.stbrigidscrossley.org.au
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orvpLense MERCHANDISE FORM

O St Brigid's T-Shirts - Black TShirt with design by local artist Donna Dixon. Avail M, L, XL - $25 each
Qty: ......... dize ... M/F
O St Brigid's Session CD feat. tunes plaged by Tommy Carty, Adrian Barker, Kate Burke, Jack
| Brennan & many more. Recorded by Shane Howard in The Shed”, Killarney - CD-$20
O The Church on The Hill (Book) - By Helen Doyle - The 100 year history of St Brigids Church. $40

O Saving St Brigids (Book) - By Regina Lane - The History of Saving St Brigid's - $35
O The St Brigid's Booklet - reproduction of the booklet collated when the school closed in 1971. $10

St Brigids Paver: Immortalise your Family, your Family name or a loved one with an engraved paver
| to be placed in the St Brigids peace and memorial garden - $50 single paver/ $100 double.

Text For St Brigids Peace & Memorial barden Paver
14 digits per line, 3 lines per paver

NAME:
ADDRESS:
PHONE:

EMAIL ADDRESS:

TOTAL MERCHANDISE PAYMENT. §
ACCOUNT NAME: FRIENDS OF ST BRIGID'S ASSOC

BANK:BEYOND BANK

BSB: 325 185

ACC NO: 05916491

"Please include this form with procf of payment

Pﬂt/emoﬂ ?fhE_ Merchandise form and payment fo_rm to:

FRIENDS of ST BRIGIDS ASSOC INC. PO BOX 102, KOROIT VICTORIA. 3284
or

Email to: stbrigidscrossley@gmail com

www.stbrigidscrossley.org.au
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DONATION FORM

St Brigid's Australian Irish Cultural,
Heritage & Community Centre

Friends of St Brigid's Association Inc. (FOSB) (ABN 47 199 549 104) are developing the Hall and Church in Crossley,
Victoria, into the St Brigid’s Australian Irish Cultural, Heritage & Community Centre. Friends of St Brigid's are the
caretakers of the five-acre community owned and operated precinct which celebrates 150 years of unique Australian
Irish history in south-west Victoria. Their vision is to preserve and restore the buildings of St Brigid's and surrounds.
Donations will support property repayments, upgrades to allow people of all abilities to access and participate in
activities at the site, and development of the History Display & Information Centre. For more information, please visit
www.sthrigidscrossley.org.au

NOT-FOR-PROFIT FUNDRAISING ACCOUNT

The Foundation for Rural & Regional Renewal (FRRR) (ABN 27 091 810 589) is a charitable foundation based on
partnerships between philanthropy, community, government and business. FRRR partners with Friends of St Brigid's to
assist in the fundraising for their programs and operations as a charitable activity in line with FRRR's purposes,

through a Not-for Profit Fundraising Account. Donations $2.00 or more made into the FRRR Public Fund towards this
appeal are tax deductible in Australia because of FRRR’s tax status. For further information, visit
www.frrr.org.au

Your Details

Full Name: Date:

Organisation (if applicable):
Address:

State: Postcode:

Telephone: Mobile:

Email (to issue tax receipt):

Acknowledgment Preferences

I'am happy for FRRR to publicly acknowledge my donatio n O R I would like my donation to remain anonymous I am

happy for FRRR to share my details with FOSB (name, email, donation amount)

* If different to above, my preferred email address to share is:

Please add me to FRRR's mailing list, I would like to receive updates

Amount: $

Method of payment (please tick payment option):

EFT - Foundation for Rural & Regional Renewal Public Fund BSB: 633 000 | Account Number: 144 419 736

Use ref FOSB and thefirst 4 letters of your surname
Cheque payable to “Foundation for Rural & Regional Renewal” (FRRR) Credit card payments are invited online via

FRRR's secure website:
https://frrr.org.au/helping-community-organisations/ or by Phone: (03) 5430 2399
By making this donation you are agreeing to FRRR's Donation Terms and Conditions (https://frrr.org.au/frrr-donation-

terms-and-conditions/) and the information collected is done so in accordance with our Privacy Policy (https://
frrr.org.au/frrr-privacy-policy/).

Please return this form either via email to: info@frrr.org.au or post to: FRRR Donations, PO Box 41, BENDIGO VIC 3552



